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30th = ditto. 

3rd A 1881. 
23rd July 1881. 
29th itto. 


25th ditto. 
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30th July 1881. 


28th ditto. 
28th ditto. 

1st Au 1881. 
30th July 1881. 
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July 26th, 1881. 


NAVAVIBHAKAR. 


Axsarpa Bazar 
PaTRIiKa, 


July 26th, 1881. 


PoLiITIcAL. 


The Navavibhdkar, of the 25th July, dwells, in a long article, on th 

The Indian Association and re- advantages of representative Government, anj 
presentative government in India. the need of gradually introducing it into this 
country. The Indian Association deserves credit for its recognition of the 
existing municipalities as schools for teaching self-government to the people, 
and should persevere in the task it has imposed upon itself. There will he 
of course obstacles to be surmounted and sneers of hostile officials to hp 


endured; but success is sure in the end to crown the efforts of the Associa. . 


tion. 
2. Referring to the sentence of imprisonment passed on Maharaj 
Seis Cate Brajeshji, the head of the Vaishnav commp- 
araj Brajesbji. ‘ 

nity of Jamnuggur, the same paper remarks 

that the matter in itself possesses but small importance. It is necessa 
that all offenders, without any distinction of social position, should be tried 
and punished according to law; and so the imprisonment of the Maharajah 
of Pooree, of the Mahanta of Tarkeswar, and of Brajeshji in the present 
instance, should not cause any wonder or sadness. What really induces 
the Editor to make a few observations in this case is that as regards 
his trial Brajeshji has not been impartially dealt with. He is a respected 
subject of Jamnuggur, a small but independent state, the Chief of which 
himself dispenses justice to his people. Mr. Ashton, the Political Agent of 
Kattywar, however,—although he had no jurisdiction in the case,—con- 
menced to try Brajeshji, who appealed ‘to the Government of Bombay to 
stay proceedings. Mr. Ashton was asked to submit an explanation, but 
the astute Political Officer now obtained the permission of the Chief of 
Jamnugegur to hold the trial. The Editor proceeds to observe: Weare not 
aware whether or not any threats and persuasions were used, whether the Chief 
of Jamnuggur had the case of Mulharao, Guicowar of Baroda, present before 
his mind, and lastly, whether Mr. Ashton is a man of Colonel Phayre's 
stamp. He, however, with the permission of the Chief, tried Brajesbji, and 
sentenced him to two years’ rigorous imprisonment. ‘The case of Brajeshji 
should, in justice however, have been tried by the Court of Jamnuggur, which 
tries hundreds of persons who are guilty of offences far more heinous than 
those with which Ballavacharyya was charged. Why was this well-known 
path departed from? Why did the British Political Agent exercise power 
where he had no jurisdiction? Why was Vaisnacharyya subjected to s0 
unusual a treatment? We are not able easily to account for all this. 1s 
there even here any reason to suspect the existence of a tortuous policy! 
Does there even here exist a desire of territorial annexation to be gratified 
by such illegal usurpation of authority? Did the Political Officer mean 
even here to insert the thin end of the wedge? These are questions which 


it is impossible for us to answer. There is, however, one very gratifying 


feature about this case—namely, it has evoked the sympathy of all classes 


of people in Bombay (Mahomedans, Parsees, and Christians) on behalf of 


imprisoned Brajeshji. We do not like to see the Maharaj’s offence 00l- 
doned ; but what we desire is that he should be tried by the Jamnuggu! 


Court, which has jurisdiction in the case, and that some effective meaus } 


be used to prevent the recurrence of such usurpation of authority by the 
Political Officers of the British Government. 
3. Writing on the same subject, the Ananda Bazar Patrikd, of the 


Maharaj Brajeshji. 25th July, observes that it matters very lite 


; whether permission to try Brajeshji ¥® 
obtained from the Chief of Jamauggur. Phe latter had al right to make 
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over for trial one of his subjects to the British Government, the more parti- 
cularly when that subject 1s unwilling to be tried by it. The British Govern- 
ment might similarly, if it chose to do so, interfere with the administration of 
justice in every Native State. Itis true that Scindia, Holkar, Jeypore, Oodey- 
pore, Hydrabad, Cashmere, or any other Native Chief could, if asked by the 
British Government, could not refuse to surrender in its hands their 
independence in the matter of administering justice ; but the question is, should 
Government make such a request. In the present case, the action of Mr. 
Ashton has been directly opposed to the terms of the Queen’s proclamation. 
4, The same paper remarks, in reference to the outbreak of hostilities 
between Ayub Khan and the Amir Abdur 
Rahman, that the chances of success are all 
on the side of Ayub, who, as the son of the late Amir Shere Alli, is 
exceedingly popular with the Afghans. The installation of this person 
on the throne of Cabul, or the release and restoration of Yakub Khan, who 
after all has not been shown to have had any complicity in the massacre 
of the British Envoy, will go a long way to appease the wrath of the 
Afghans. It is of course true that this course will be found to be attended 
with great ditficulties if Abdur Rahman comes out victorious; but if 
Ayub becomes successful, and the Afghans want to have Yakub as their Amir, 
the most equitable and politic act which the British Government may do 
will be to release Yakub Khan. 
5. The Bhdrat Mihir, of the 26th July, remarks, with a feeling of 
si at tes thea disappointment, that the Liberals have not 
co done for India what was expected of them. 
In foreign affairs indeed they have in a large measure succeeded in undoing 
the mischief wrought by their predecessors in office ; but the people of India 
still groan under the license-tax, the Arms Act, and the Press Act. All 
these measures were denounced by them while in opposition. The people 
are now finding out the value of their words. : 
6. In an article on the trial and imprisonment of Maharaj Brajeshji, 
Maharaj Brajeshji the head of the Vaishnav community of Bombay, 
the Som Prakdsh, of the 1st August, makes 
observations similar to those contained in the extracts from the Navavibhdkar 
and from the Ananda Bazar Patrika. 
| Sided Seca 7. The Sdmachar Chandrikd, of the 
— 27th July, makes similar observations on the 


Afghanistan. 


same subject. 


Pusiic ADMINISTRATION. 


8. The Medini, of the 23rd July, discusses the question of the utility 
en of the Midnapore canal for the purposes of 
om navigation and irrigation. The Kditor is of 
Opinion that in spite of the enormous expenditure incurred by Government on 
this work, the canal has not up to this time proved particularly useful 
to the inhabitants or remunerative to Government. ‘Ihe canal is fed by the 

ansal river, which isa shallow stream; and the difficulty which always 
Presents itself to the authorities is to be able to supply water for irrigation 
purposes while keeping the canal in a navigable condition. This is often 
ound lmpossible, ang thus it is that there is: generally great delay in 
Supplying water when it is urgently demanded by the agriculturists. Timely 
“lowers in such cases often relieve the Canal Officers of a great responsibility 
and benefit the cultivators. The fact is the canal in Midnapore will never 
Prove useful and consequently a remunerative work so long as it remains 
7p pendent upon the Kansai for its supply of water. In his Resolution on 
ig subject, the Lieutenant-Governor speaks of the eagerness of the inhabit- 
‘nts to avail themselves of the benefit of canal water. This is opposed to fact. 
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The canal-tax presses heavily upon the inhabitants, who have been obliged, 
in many cases, to dispose of their cattle, in order to raise the necessary sym, 
The formation of silt in the canal is a fact which seriously interferes with it. 
free navigation. The writer promises to continue the subject. 

9. The Puridarshak, of the 24th July, dwells in an article on prisoy 
reform, upon the necessity of imparting educa. 
tion, particularly moral education, to the 
convicts, and suggests the establishment of a larger number of reformatory 
schools. 

10. The same paper observes that the Liberals, with Mr. Gladstone at 

their head, have extremely disappointed the 

rue Liberals and the people of neople of India, who had expected of them 

Sep creat things. The odious public measures 

which were paszed during the ascendancy of the Conservatives still continne 

in force. The Arms Act, the Press Act, and the license-tax have not yet 
been repealed. The idea is enough to make patriotic souls weep. 

ll. The Charu Vartd, of the 25th July, dwells at length upon the 

provisions of the new Criminal Procedare 
. Code Bull severally relating to the trial of 
a European British subject and that of a native of India. The distinction 
made in the existing Code between these two classes of persons is sufficient] 
invidious; but Mr. Whitley Stokes is not apparently satisfied with this, 
and therefore proposes to make the distinction one of a more pronounced 
kind. Section 456 of the Bill gives increased facilities to European 
offenders. The proposal to extend the system of summary trial to classes 
of cases other than those to which it 1s at present applicable, if carried out, 
will produce alarming consequences. In conclusion, the Editor asks Govern- 
ment to place the relation between India and England on a satisfactory 
basis by means of impartial legislation. 

12. In its review of the recently-published work of Mr. Sterndale 

agin ene on Municipalities in India, the Navavebhakar, 

P. a ee het ae gga of the 25th J uly, makes | the following 
observations :—We need not introduce to our 

readers Mr. Sterndale, the great and sapient Vice-Chairman of the 
Suburban Municipality. This worthy is nominally the paid servant of the 
inhabitants of all the Suburbs of Calcutta, but practically he is an absolute 
despot. He rules in an irresponsible manner over those who pay for 
his support. The way, which was shown by the present Lieutenant 
Governor of Bengal, and sought to be widened by the sapient Secre- 
tary, Mr. Mackenzie; the way in whicn the Magistrates and Deputy 
Magistrates in the mofussil delight to walk ; the way which was clearly laid 
down by the late Police Commissioner of Calcutta, Sir Stuart Hogg, and 
inability to move in which is the cause of so much bitterness to the present 
authorities of the metropolis, is precisely that in which the little despot 
of the Suburbs moves about freely and to his heart’s content. The influence 
of authority, like other affections of the human heart, has a tendency 
to run downwards. Thus the influence of Lord Beaconsfield passed 
Lord Lytton, Lord Lytton’s influence has come down to Sir Ashley Eder, 
and Sir Ashley Eden’s influence is pervading the hearts of the petty local 
officials throughout Bengal. The planets and their ,satellites receive light 
from the sun; the Bengal planets and their satellites derive their fierce 
light from the sun of Bengal. Mr. Sterndale is one of the chief Benge 

planets, and always moves behind the sun of Bengal. What wonder thal 

his burning rays should have a destructive effect upon men? The Editor 

condemns the sentiments of the work, and remarks that Mr. Sterndale 

represents the views of those who, like Sir Ashley Eden and Mr. Mackes2®, 

are opposed to the elective system of municipal self-government. 
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appearance of the book in question is a powerful reason why those who are 
labouring to secure that boon for the inhabitants of the Suburbs should 
persevere in their efforts. , 

18. ‘lhe same paper asks Lord Ripon not to let slip the opportunity 
that has now presented itself of dealing vigor- 
| ously with the question of purchasing stores 
for Government offices. It will not do to silently submit to the orders of 
the Secretary of State. What is required is that the practice of purchasing 
stores through the Store Department of the India Office in London should 
be abolished. Thus only could Lord Ripon impart a stimulus to the 
indigenous manufactures of India. 

14. The Bhérat Mthir, of the 26th July, again refers to the subject of 

the projected Mymensing Railway, and dwells 
| on the advantages of railway communication. 
If the project is carried out, the inhabitants of East Bengal will always bless 
Sir Ashley Eden. 
15. The same paper observes, in the course of a long editorial, that the 
system of administration is becoming increas- 
ingly rigorous. The enactment of the Arms 
Law and the Press Law, the increase of the powers of the Magistrates, 
and the other means which have been adopted towards this end, have 
all their origin in a distrust of the people, which however is utterly ground- 
less. Natives of India are proverbially loyal to their rulers, and in the case 
of the British Government it is their interest to be loyal to it. It therefore 
behoves Government to banish from its mind the distrust with which it 
regards the people of India. 

16. The Sahachar, of the 27th July, contains a trenchant notice of 
Mr. Sterndale on Municipal Work Mr. Sterndale’s recently-published work on 
a Indian Municipalities. The observations made 
by the writer are almost similar to those noticed in paragraph 12. 

17. The remarks made by the same paper on the subject of the purchase 
of Government stores are similar to those 
contained in paragraph 13. 

18. The same paper remarks, in reference to Mr. Thompson’s Emi- 
The Emigration Bill. gration Bill, that the Legislature should not 

oe pass it in- haste or in its present form. The 
‘ystem of recruiting labourers is in its working attended with gross abuse 
and oppression.. Ignorant men and women are decoyed by the recruiters, by 
promises of money and ornaments, to the depdts, and there induced to enter 
into agreements, the meaning of which they do not comprehend until they 
reach their destination in the labour districts. The law indeed, as it stands, 
should watch over their interests, but in practice it does but hitte. Still 
the little restraint that was placed by it upon the recruiters and the planters 
» Sons to be removed. The progress of the Bill should be keenly watched 
y all friends of the weak and helpless. 2. 
19. The Sddhdrant, of the 83lst July, refers to the high rate of 
The Bengal Jails in 1879, mortality which prevailed among the inmates 
of the Bengal jails in 1879 and 1880, and 
rte figures and facts from the official report to show that this result was 
nari due to the insufficient diet and hard labour, aggravated by corporal 
: . ment, which were inflicted upon the convicts. Through the strong 
Pr melin of Dr. Lethbridge there has been indeed, since April 1880, 
the sit improvement in the matter of diet; but in spite of the orders of 
th leutenant-Governor to the contrary, flogging, as a mode of punish- 


; tee to be largely resorted to by the subordinate authorities in 


Purchase of Government stores. 


The projected Mymensing Railway. 


The rigour of British rule. 


Purchase of Government stores. 


epartment. ‘This is simply disgraceful. Altogether the rigorous 
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treatment extended to the prisoners in Indian Jails is a disgrace to the 
Christian Government of India. see 
20. In continuing the same subject in another article, the same paper 


remarks that the rigour and heartlessness which 
characterize the administration of justice, of 
the jails and of all other departments of the public service under the British 
Government are unworthy of their Christianity, which is pre-eminently a rej. 
gion of mercy and forbearance. It was of course impossible that this rigoroys 
and cruel spirit which had pervaded the administration should be allowed to 
continue unchecked ; and thus the Lieutenant-Governor himself has resolyeq 
to mitigate the evil. The subject has also attracted the attention of Parliament, 
The time has therefore come when the newspapers of India should take 
up the matter in earnest, and endeavour to bring to the notice of the British 
public all those facts concerning the administration of the jail and other 
departments of Government which do not find a place in official reports, 
Unless this rigour, which characterizes the administration, 1s mitigated, the 
decline of the native races, which has already set in, will ere long culminate jn 
their disappearance from the face of the earth. In Calcutta, and in broad 
day-light, the guardians of the peace made their entrance intoa public office, 
and so severely assaulted the employés that one of them has died, while three 
or four others are lying severely wounded. In open court eminent Judges 
have threatened, in an appeal that was being heard by them, that they would 
enhance the sentence that had been passed if the Counsel persisted in 
making a lengthy argument. A Magistrate in sending up the records 
of a case to an appellate court mutilates them. The prisoners in the jails 
are dying for want of sufficient food, while, because they cannot, owing to 
their weakness, work as hard as is desired of them, they are being flogged. 
All these facts taken together present a picture which is really alarming. 

21. The Som Prakash, of the lst August, notices, in along article, the 
proposals made by a Civilian to reduce the 
public expenditure of the Government of 
India, and make the administration less costly than at present. The Editor 
approves of the plan to substitute, to a large extent, native for European 
agency in the administration of justice, and in all other departments. of the 
public service. The system of recruiting the Civil Service from young 
men in England should be abolished. There should be no fear that natives 
would be found incompetent if entrusted with responsible work. They have, 
whenever placed in positions of trust and responsibility, given ample 
evidence of their ability. 

22. The same paper fully concurs in the observations made by the 

The appointment of Moonsiffs solely Lieutenant-Governor in a recent Resolution 

to tay vent-suite. in the Calcutta Gazette on the subject of the 
appointment of certain Moonsiffs solely to try rent-suits. The sooner the | 
scheme is carried into effect the better. 

23. The observation, made by the Samdchdr Chandrikd of the 1st 


The Emigration Bill. August, on the Emigration Bill, are similar 1 
those contained in the extract from the Saha 
char. 


The Bengal Jails in 1879. 


Reduction of public expenditure. 


EDUCATION. 


24. A correspondent of the Sddhdrant, of the.3lst July, complains 


' | that the food given to the boys who reside 10 
The Chinsurah Hindu Hostel. . 3 y ; 
Cee meee tee the Hindu Hostel at Chinsurah is of the 


worst description possible. It is very badly cooked. The never-failiog 
dal and curry are simply unpalatable. 


:. 3 


LOcalL. 


95, Acorrespondent of the Sddhdrani, of the 31st July, refers to the 

a hel uae ce Py ony ne om tis aa 

Op Re tsa, * passengers travellin the Northern benga 

wih State Railway, owlas fo sweetmeat or other 

articles of food not being offered for sale on the station platform. The 

-eason is said to be the high fee which vendors of such articles are required 

to pay to obtain permission to come to the platform for supplying the passen- 
Nattore is the only station where they are thus supplied. 


ais 96. Another correspondent of the same paper directs the attention = Savmazamr. 
ae of the Postmaster-General of Bengal to the | 
A post-office at Haludbari,in Midna- necessity of establishing a post-office in the i 
ant village of Haludbari, in the district of | | 
Midnapore. a i 
97. Another, writing to the same paper, dwells upon the high-handed SapwaRast. Ha 


SADHARABSI, 
July 3ist, 1881. 
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acts which have of late been committed by the 
police of Joynuggur, in the 24-Pergunnahs. 
Witkin a short time they have assaulted and 
wrongfully detained in their custody no less than four men. The writer asks 
the superior authorities to make enquiries. 

98. The Urdu Guide, of the 30th July, remarks, in reference to the 
recent row at the Census Office, that it was never 
expected by anybody that the guardians of 
the peace should themselves be guilty of a breach of the peace. It is to be 
hoped that Mr. Lambert will use means to call the force to a sense of their 
duty, and so to act that a recurrence of such scenes as were witnessed in 
the Town Hall on the 19th July may be rendered impossible. 

29. The Behar Bandhu, of the 28th July, condemns the practice, on Baas Baxvay, 
the part of the Government of India, of Juv 2th 1881. 
annually sojourning in Simla. This involves 
considerable expenditure, and interferes with the due discharge of his duties 
by the Viceroy. Nor is much work done in the few months His Excellency 
remains at Calcutta. The Members of the Council also similarly take it all 
easy. A great deal of correspondence of course is gone through; but the 
country gets no real work. In fact, the Viceroy would seem to be inca- 


pable of doing even the little good that is obtained from a common 
chowkidar. 


a seeatian oe 


The illegal acts of the Joynuggur 
police. 
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Urpv Going, 
July 30th, 1881. 
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The row at the Census Office. 


Governor-General and Simla. 


RAJKRISHNA MUKHOPADHYAYA, ma. & BL, 
Bengali Translator. 


BENGALI TRANSLATOR’S OFFICE, 
Lhe 6th August 1881. 
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